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LOOW,RAB to hold special meeting July 25 at Lew~Pori 
by~ A. Gore/ella Jr. 
LCJce Oillario Ordnance Works 
llesbvfion Atlvisory Boon/ 

The Lake Ontario Ordnance Works 
Restoration Advisory Board (LOOW 
RAB) · is moving· forward to re-orga
niZe with the help of the facilitator 
retained by the U.S. Army Corp of 
EngiQeers (USACE), thanks to the 
determined support of the commu
nity and elected officials. We are hav
ing a special open meeting at 5 p.m. 
on Monday, July 25, at the Lewiston
Porter High School auditorium, and 
all are welcome to discuss. the steps 
forward and help LOOW RAB renew 
and add new participants. We are ask
ingthe community for suggestions for 
the re-energizing and reformation of 
the OOOW RAB. The LOOW RAB, as 
you may know, is responsible for citi
zen input on issues surrounding the 
radiological storage site known as the 
Niagara Falls· Storage Site .(NFSS), 
whid:J. holds significant amounts « 
high ·level radiological materials left 
from. the Manhattan Project, and re
lated vicinity properties with U.S. De
partment of Defense chemical and ra
diological contamination. These sites 
are under the authority of the USACE 
Buffalo District staff' · 

The LOOW RAB Steerint Com
mittee has kept meeting through the 
past four years of difficult relations 
with USACE, over the status, role,S 
and responsibilities of the LOOW 
RAB to represent the community to 
the USACE. This conflict has affected 
the community's ability to understand 
data related to studies of the sites, 
and to effect input to the studies and 

the community's needs for the future 
of the site. 

Because of consistent support from 
local, county, state and federal elected 
officials, and other agencies, over the 
past year LOOW RAB members have 
seen the Corp's approach to work~ 
ing with community members take 
a turn back to the positive. A major 
part of this step forward was the posi
tive response to the LOOW RAB and 
community elected officials' request 
to fund and appoint a· professional fa
cilitator. 

Douglas Sarno of Forum Facilita
tion Group, a veteran facilitator, was 
chosen for the contract. Sarno was the 
top choice of the LOOW RAB mem
bership. Sarno is a dvil engineer and 
professional facilitator recently hired 
by the Corps of Engineers to help 
facilitate communication ang public 
input with the local community. This 
is .a role he has played at numerous 
sites over the pasttwo decades, most 
notably atthe DOE facility in Fernald, 
Ohio, which managed wastes similar 
to those found in the Interim Waste 
Containment Structure at NFSS. 

Sarno has met with l®Dyresidents, 
community members and Corps staff 
for the past two months, and ai .~ 
last meeting of the LOOW RAB Steer
ing Committee, encouraged us to de
velop a path forward for the future of 
the effort 

We suggest the importance of re
energizing and reformation .. of the 
effort is needed as we mov'e toward 
a feasibility study, the key process to 
recommending action related to the 
remediation of the materials in the 

site. The timeline now has shifted 
into high gear, with several studies 
being completed a8 preparation and · 
five technical memoranda to be re
leased and discussed in the coming 
12 months. These materials will form 
the basis for the options examined in 
the feasibility study. All this work is 
intended to be complete in June 2013, 
with recommendations pursued for 
different options for the remediation 
work. 

On July 25 from 5 to 7 p.m., the 
LOOW RAB Steering Committee will 
examine a number of new steps to 
reform the activities to represent the 
community. The agenda will include 
the following steps: 

• We will consider a new name and 
restate .our mission for the commu-
nity. . 

• We will consider the leadership of 
the effort 

• We will welcome back as many 
participants as we can, and recruit 
and welcome new members to the 
effort 

The LOOW RAB Steering Com
mittee members have made a com
mitment to reach out directlY to new 
and former participants and stake
holders to encourage participation 
going forward. Sarno will help with 
this effort, committing to come each 
month to the committee's hosting of 
public conversation of issues. Corps 
staff are committed to attending each 
month. This returns us to the wel
come situation from 2003-2007, but 
in addition, brings us closer to the 
beginning of remedial work at the 
NFSS site with what we hope will be 

broad public participation. The r 
of the technical facilitator will be 
help design and manage an intet 
tive process between the commw 
and the Corps of Engineers, serve: 
a liaison between the community 1 

the . Corps to help ensure effed 
communication, help to communic 
techniCal issues to the ·public, .fw 
tate public meetings and worksh<1 
and help to ensure public input is 
derstood and effective. Over the n 
. year, the Corps will be releasing a 
ries of technical memorandum to h 
the public understand the wide rru 
of issues associated with remedy 
lection on the IWCS. These tecl 
cal memoranda will deal with iss1 
of risk, exposure, potential off-l 
locations for waste disposal, pot 
tial treatment technologies, lesS4 
learned from the Fernald site, and· 
evant regulations. The final feasibi 
study is expected to be complete 
the summer of 2013. Decisions 
garding remediation-of the NFSS . 
complex. The Niagara LOOW Act 
Council will sponsor monthly pu1 
meetings to ensure ongoing dial~ 
with the Corps and all key stakeh< 
ers about the important aspects 
decision-making, and to help eflS1 
that the information and mater! 
developed by the Corps are effect 
for the COQUilunity. All meetings , 
be open to everyone. The Corps , 
also hold large public workshops 
sociated with the release of the~ v. 
ous technical memorandum. ' 

Gardella serves as professor ' 
Larkin Ckair of Chemistry at the L 
venity at IhiffaW. 


